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     We’ve been very busy at Pollywog Place 

learning about Winter and the changes that it 

brings with it.  All of the classes have been 

doing many activities with mittens, snowmen 

and polar bears! 

     We were so happy to see many of you at 

our first reading night of the year! Everyone 

enjoyed listening to stories read by Becky 

Reynolds and Valerie Lacy.  Mr. Halvorson 

entertained us by telling everyone the story 

of The Enormous Turnip! 

     Pollywog Place is excited to announce its 

first Parent’s Night Out!!  On Saturday, 

February 9th, Pollywog Place will be open 

from 6:00-10:00 for movies, snacks and fun! 

The cost of this event is $20 per child. Please 

sign up by Friday, February 8th to reserve a 

spot! 

      We hope everyone will participate in 

Pollywog’s February Fun Days! Please see the 

calendar of events so that you can dress 

accordingly!  

      Picture day at Pollywog Place will be on 

Monday, February 25th! Mary Pendelton 

Stafford from Merry Studios will be coming to 

take pictures of all of our little Pollywogs! 

More information will be coming home soon! 

      Please remember to call the Pollywog 

Place office if your child will be absent from 

school. All children must be fever free for 

twenty-four hours before returning to school.  

                                                           

                                                       - Jamie Pence 

 

     Calendar of Events   

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the Spotlight 
Anna Freakley  

 
Anna is in the Lily Blossom room. She is two years 

old and has one brother named Daniel. Her favorite 

restaurant is Shaffer’s BBQ. She enjoys singing the 

ABC song and eating chocolate chip cookies! 
 

February 9  - Parent’s Night Out 

                        6:00-10:00-Woodstock  

February Fun Days! 

February 11 – sweatshirt day 

February 12 – crazy sock day 

February 13 – pajama day 

February 14 – wear red or pink 

February 15 – Bring your teddy bear to  

                          school! 

February 21 – Reading Night 6:30-7:30 

                          Strasburg Campus 

February 25 – Picture Day! 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 



Look What We’re Learning! 

 

The Lily Pad Room 

     All through this first year, you can do a lot to 

encourage your baby’s communication skills.  

And it’s easy—all you need to do is smile, 

babble, talk using real words pronounced 

clearly and correctly, sing, and read to your 

baby.  Early speech and language skills are 

associated with success in developing reading, 

writing, and interpersonal skills. 

     According to WebMD Medical Reference 

Sources, long before they can speak clearly, 

babies understand the general meaning of what 

you’re saying.  They also absorb your emotional 

tone.  Encourage your baby’s early attempts to 

communicate with you with your loving 

attention: 

 Smile often at your baby, especially 

when your baby is cooing, gurgling, or 

otherwise vocalizing with baby talk. 

 Look at your baby as he or she babbles 

and laughs, rather than looking away, 

interrupting, or talking with someone 

else. 

 Make time to give your baby lots of 

loving attention, so your baby can 

“speak” to you with his or her baby 

talk, even when you’re busy with other 

tasks. 

 Imitate your baby; have a back-and-

forth conversation in baby talk to teach 

your baby the give-and-take of adult 

conversation. 

 Reinforce communication by smiling 

and mirroring your baby’s facial 

expressions.  Imitate your baby’s 

gestures, as well. 

     And remember, your baby loves to hear 

your voice, so don’t be embarrassed by 

your own “silly” baby talk. 

-Susan, Jody, Jeanne and Jessi 

 
 

 
Camden and Kellen 

The Tadpole Room 

     The first month of 2013 has past and it was a 

blast! We learned so much about winter and 

making art projects! For the month of February, 

we will make penguins, Valentine’s Day 

surprises and hearts. Not only are these 

activities fun but they also help us develop hand 

eye coordination, fine motor skills and 

creativity. These things are very important as 

we grow. I hope everyone has a wonderful 

Valentine’s Day!                                  –Ms. Joanna      

 

 
Brynlee having fun coloring! 
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The Little Frogs 

     January was a fun month for our little frogs! 

They enjoyed learning all about snowmen, winter, 

polar bears, mittens and celebrating Martin 

Luther King’s birthday. We love getting all messy 

by panting our hands and feet! I think it’s their 

favorite thing to do! They are all starting to open 

up so much more and express themselves.  

     We are very excited for the month of February! 

We have many fun crafts planned and are looking 

very forward to our Valentine’s Day party! We 

would also like to wish Xander a very Happy 

Birthday! 

                                                            -Ms. Ashley                                

 
Luke painting! 

The Lily Blossoms 

The Lily Blossom room is off to a great start in 
the New Year! We are all doing well with potty 
training and adjusting to the new friends in our 
classroom. This month, we had fun learning 
about winter. We focused on snowmen, polar 
bears and mittens. The children especially 
enjoyed playing in shaving cream as if it were 
snow! We learned about the letters K and J. We 

hope everyone has stayed warm during these 
cold weeks! The Lily Blossoms are looking 
forward to playing outside again soon! 
                                                          -Ms. Chanda 
 

 
Play doh fun! 

 

The Cattails 

Hi to all of our Cattail families! Snowmen,  

winter, polar bears, Dr. Martin Luther King, 

Jr. and mittens were our themes for the 

month. We learned about the oval shape and 

reviewed the circle and square. Our letter 

focus was on “W” with review of letters L, K. 

J. Numbers 9 and 10 were reviewed as well 

as 1 and 2. 

     We painted a tree as it would look in 

winter, froze water in many different shaped 

containers, made bird feeders from lard, 

birdseed, sunflower seeds and nuts, sponge 

painted a polar bear and completed our 

scholastic reader about Who Hides in the 

Snow.  The children did a great job on the 

camouflage sheet of artic animals! Way to go 

kids!! 

     The family mitten activity was awesome! 

What a nice surprise to get such a variety. 

We also matched mittens, put them in order 

from smallest to largest and retold The 
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Mitten by Jan Brett by using animals that 

were in the story.  I think we have some 

future actors in our class! Our discussion 

about Dr. King brought out a lot of feelings 

with our three year olds. It was great to hear 

their reasoning. I have a terrific group of 

children! 

      We enjoyed learning about 

Punxsutawney Phil and shadows. We even 

chased a few! 

     Feel the love in February and we will see 

you in March! Happy Valentine’s Day and 

President’s Day! Take care!          

                                                              -Ms. Julie 

      The Cattails read 90 books in January!!! 

 

Ms. Julie’s nap time story! 

The Turtles 

This month our themes were snowmen, winter, 

polar bears, mittens and Groundhog Day. Some 

of our favorite activities included making 

yummy snowflakes for a cooking project, and 

making an indoor skating rink using wax paper 

under our shoes. We also talked about different 

animals that hibernate and enjoyed lots of 

activities with our shadows. We did activities 

each day to help promote letter recognition, 

beginning sound, and letter writing for the 

letters K, J, W and L. We also continued to work 

on number recognition and counting. This 

month, we talked about the numbers 9 and 10.        

    -Ms. Brenda 

                                                    
Edible Snowflakes! 

The Dragonflies 

   Happy New Year!  I hope you had a wonderful 

holiday season.  After a very busy December, 

it’s nice to fall back into our routines.  As a 

teacher, I always love this time of the school 

year because this is when I really start to see 

students making connections and putting “all 

the pieces together.”    Students know twenty-

eight sight words at this point, and this 

knowledge is carrying over into their creative 

writing and reading.   We continue to work in 

our writing/drawing books on a consistent basis 

and will soon be working on writing and 

illustrating books.  We spent a great deal of 

time talking about Jarrett Krosoczka, our author 

of the month.  We visited his website and 

watched him work on illustrating a picture for 

one of his many books.  The class found his 

books to be very amusing and treasured the 

many silly characters.  I remind children each 

day that we are writers and illustrators too!  I 

introduced our mystery bag this month.  If it 

hasn’t made a trip to your house as of yet, be 

looking for it.  This activity not only helps 

students develop their oral language skills, but 

it also encourages them to think about what it 

means to actually ask a question.  We are 

focusing on the words: who, what, when, 

where, why, and how.  We enjoyed playing the 
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role of scientists as we learned about solids, 

liquids, and gases.  Ask your child about our 

balloon experiment.  We also learned about 

shadows and what is required in order to make 

a shadow.  We enjoyed predicting whether or 

not the groundhog would see his shadow!  I am 

so delighted with everyone’s progress, but I 

believe what excites me the most is the amount 

of confidence each child has.  As your child 

begins kindergarten in the fall, he/she will enter 

the school doors believing that he/she will be 

successful.  This self-assurance will promote 

academic achievement for years to come!  

Thanks!  --Amanda Hoffman 

                                             -Amanda Hoffman 

 
Balloon experiment 

 

 
Sadie and Siena 

 

**If you plan to attend Parent’s 

Night Out, please return the 

emergency form and money 

by Friday, February 8th. 

Happy Birthday! 

 

February 6- Cade 

February 10 – Ms. Brenda 

February 16 - Karaline 

February 25 – Ms. Stephanie 

____________________________       

Author of the Month 

Jane Yolen 

 

     Jane Hyatt Yolen is an American author and 

editor of folklore, fantasy, science fiction, and 

children's books. She has written over 280 

books. Some of her children’s books include 

How Do Dinosaurs Say Goodnight, Owl Moon 

and How Do Dinosaurs Clean Their Rooms. 

 

Like Pollywog Place on facebook to receive 

daily updates! 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Author
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Editing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Folklore
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fantasy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Science_fiction
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Children%27s_books

